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COWENTION ON THE LAW OF THE I,IOI.I-NAVIGATIONAL

IJSES OF I NTERNATIOTTAL WATERCOURSES

Tho Parties to the present Convention,

&nscious of the importance of international watercourses and the
non{ravi gat ional uses thereof in many regions of the $orld,

lhving in nindArticle 13, paragraph 1 (a), of the charter of the
thi ted Nations, which provides that the General Assembly shalI in'itiate
studiss and make recofiunendat i ons for the purposg of encouraging the
progressive daveloFRent of international law and its codification,

bnsidering that successful codif icat'ion and progressi ve
develognent of rules of international law regarding non-navi gat i onal
uses of international watercourses would assist in promoting and
inplmenting the purposes and principles set forth in Articles 1 and 2
of the Charter of the United Nations,

Taking into account the problems affecting many international
watercourses resulting fron, among other things, increasing ddrands and
pol'luti on,

Expressing the conviction that a f rarnework convention will ensure
the uti lization, deve lopment, conservationi manag€ment and protection of
international watercourses and the profiotion of the optimal and
sustainable utilization thereof for present and future generations,

Affirning the importance of international cooperation and good-
n6ighbourl iness in this field,

Atrare of the special situation and needs of developing countri€s,

Recalling the principles and recommendations adopted by the United
Natiofls Conference on Environment and D€velopment of 1992 in the Rio
D6cl arat ion and Agenda 2l ,

Racalling arso the existing bi'lateral and multilateral agroe.nents
rogarding the non-navi gat I orial usgs of international wat€rcourses,



l,lindful of the valuabl6 contribution of international
organizations, both governmental and non-governmenta l , to the
codificati$ and progressive development of internatiolal law
fieId,

in thi s

Apprecidtive of the rvork carried out by the International Law
Cormission on the law of the non-navi gat i onal uses of international
watercourses,

Bearing in nind United I'lat i ons General Assgl|bly resolution 49,/52
of 9 December 1994,

Have agreed as fol lows:

PPRT I. INIFOCIJoTIOI

Article I

S@pa of the present blvent ion

1. The present Convention applies to uses of international
watercourses 8nd of their waters for purposes other than navigation and
to measures of protection, presBrvation arld management related to the
uses of those watercourses and their waters.

2. The uses of international watercourses for navigation is not
within the scope of the present Convention exc€pt insofar as oth6r uses
affect navigation or are affected by navigation.

Article 2

Use of terns

For the purposes of the pr€sent Convention:

(a) "Watercours6" m6ans a syst€m of surface naters and
g roundwat € rs constituting by virtue of their physical relationshlp a
unitary wtEle and normal ly florying into a coflnon torminus;



(b) "Intgrnational watercoursg" means a water@urs6, parts of
r{hich ar€ situated in different Stat€s:

(c) "Waterclurse State" means a State Party to the pr€sent
@nventi o.1 in whose territory part of an international watercours€ is
situated, or a Party that is a regional econo{lli c integration
organization, in th€ territory of on€ or more of whos€ ],|€mber Statos
part of an international watercoursa is situated;

(d) "Regional €conomi c integration organi zation" moans an
organlzation consti tut6d by soverel gn States of a given region, to vrhlch
its membor States have transferred comp€tence in rosp€ct of natters
governod by this Convent i ol1 and which has be6n duly authori zed in
accordance with its internal procedur€s, to sign, ratify, accept,
appro/e or accede to it.

Articie 3

Watar@urse agreenqtts

1. In tha absenc€ of an agreemont to th6 contrary, nothing in th6
pr6s6nt Convont ion shall aff€ct the rights or obligations of a
watercor.rrse State arising froo agredEnts in forc€ for it on tha date on
which it becano a party to the present Convent ion.

2, tbtwi thstanding the provisims of paragraph 1, parties to
agredlents referred to in paragraph 1 nay, where necessary, co,nsidar
harmontzing such agreefirents with th€ basic principles of the present
Convent i on,

3. Watercourse States may entEr into on€ or more agre€ments,
h6reinafter ref€rred to as "watercourso agroements", $fiich apply and
adjust tho provisions of th6 present Convsrt ion to the charactoristics
and uses of a particular international wat€rcourso or part thereof.

4. l{here a wat€r@urse agro$€nt is concluded b6tr,6€n tvo or nEr€
rvatercourse States, it shal I define the waters to which it appli6s.
Srch an agreement may b6 €nt6r€d Jnto wlth rospect to an entirs
internatiolal water@urse or Eny part ther€of or a partid.rlar proj6ct,
progrdrm6 or use except insofar as th€ agrosnent a6r'ersely affects. to a
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significant extent, the use by one or more other watercourse States of
the waters of the watercourse, w'i thorJt their express consent.

5. Where a watercourse Stata considers that adjustment and
application of the provisions of the present Convention is requi red
because of the characteiistics and uses of a particular internatiolal
watercourse, yiatercourse States shal l consul t with a view to negotiating
in good faith for th6 purpose of concluding a watarcourse agreernont or
agre€ments,

6, lthere some but not alI watercourse States to a particular
internat'ional watercourse are parties to an agreement, nothing in such
agrcement shal I affect the rights or obligations under the present
@nvention of watercourse States that are not parties to such an
ag reement .

Article 4

Parties to water@urse agreenents

1, Every watercourse State is entit'led to participate in the
negotiation of and to become a party to any watercourse agreement that
applies to the entire internat.ional watercourse, as well as to
participate in any relevant consultations,

?. A watercourse State r,/hose use of an international watercourse may
be affected to a significant extent by the implementation of a proposed
watercourse agreement that applies only to a part of the watercourse or
to a particu'lar project, progra,nme or use is entit'led to participate in
consultations on such an agreement and, where appropriate, in the
negotiation thereof in good fajth with a vi erv to becoming a party
thereto, to the €xtent that its us€ is th€reby affected.
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PART II. GENEML PffII{CIPLES

Article 5

Equitable and reasondbl e utilizetiorl
and participation

1. watercourse States shal I in their respective tsrritories utilize
an int€rnational watarcourse in an equitable and roasonablo manner. In
particular, an international watercourse shall be used and developed by
watercourse States with a vie to attainjng optimal and sustainable
utilization thereof and benefits therefrom, taking into account the
interests of the watercourse States concerned, consi stent with adequate
protection of the watercou rse.

2, Watercourse States sha'll partic'ipate in th€ use, deve lopm€nt and
protection of an international watercourse in an equitabie and
reasonab le manner. Such participation includes both the right to
utilize the watgrcourse and the duty to c@p€rate in the protoction and
d€v€l opment ther€of, as providod in the pros€nt Oonventim.

Article 6

Factors relevant to aquitablo and
reasonabl e ut i t i zat i otl

1. Utilization of an international wator@urse in an equitabl6 and
reasonab l e mann€r e.ithin th6 meaning ot articl€ 5 r€qui res taking into
account elI relevant factors and ci rcumstanc€s, including:

(b) The social and ecorrcori c no€ds of th6 y{atercours€ States
concern6d;

(c) Tne population dep6nd6nt on the watercourse in €ach
watercourse Stat6;

(d) The eff€cts of the use or usos of the watarcours€s in ona
watercourss State on other yvatercourse States;

(a) Geographic, hydrographic, hydro'logical , clinntic, 6coiogical
and othEr factors of a natural character;
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(e) Existing and potential uses of the watercoJrse;

(f) Conservat ion, prot€ction, developmEnt and economy ot use of
the water reso{Jrces of th€ watercourse and the costs of measures taken
to that effect;

(g) fne availability of alternatives, of comparabl e value, to a
particular planned or existing use.

2, In the application of article 5 or paragraph 1 of this articl€,
watercourse States concerned shall, when the need arises, enter into
consultations in a spirit of cooperation.

3. The weight to be given to each factor is to b€ determined by its
importance in compar i son with that of other relevant factors. In
determining what 'is a reasonabl e and equitable use, all relevant factors
are to be considered together and a conclusion reached on the basis of
ths whole.

Article 7

Obl igation r:ot to cause significant haii,

1. WatercoJrse States shall, in utilizing an lnternatio.ral
watercourse in their territories, tak6 alI appropriate measur€s to
prevent the causing of significant hann to oth€r watercourse States.

2. Where significant harm nGvsrtheless is caused to another
watercourse State, the States whose use causes such harm shall, in the
absence of agreement to such use, take aII appropriate measures, having
due regard for the provi sions of articlos 5 and 6, in co.lsultation wlth
the affected State, to elininata or mitigate such harm and, where
appropri ate, to discuss the question of componsat i on.

Articl€ 8

General obligation to ccgpc,rate

1. Watercourse States shall cmperate on the basis of sov€reign
equality, territolial integrity, mutual benefit and good falth in order
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to attain opt'imal uti lization and adequat€ protection of an
intornational water@urse.

2. In determining the mannor of such cooporation, watercourse States
may consider the €stabl ishnent of joint mochani s{rs or cormissions, as
de€rmd necessary by thefi, to facil'itate cooperation on r€levant msasures
and proc€dures in the light of experience gained through cooperat i on in
€xisting joint m€chani sms and comni ssions in various regims.

Article I
Regul ar exchange of data and infornation

t. Rfsuant to article 8, waterccurse States shal l on a regular basis
exchang€ readily availabl€ data and information on the condi tion of th€
wat€r@urse, in partidJlar that of a hydrological , moteorological,
hydrogeologi cal and ecological natur€ and related to the wat6r quality
as well as relatod forecasts.

2. lf a wat€rcourse State is requssted by anoth€r ryat€rcourse State
to pro/ide data or informatim that is not readily availablo, it shEll
glpl oy its bost offorts to csnply v{ith tho requsst but may condi tion lts
cqlpl iance upon payment by ths r€quost i ng State of th6 reasonabl e costs
o, col lecting and, wher6 appropriate, proc€ssing such data or
i nfor0at i on.

3. Watercourse Stat€s ghall employ their best efforts to collect and,
v,here appropriate, to process data 6rd information in a manner which
facilitates its utilization by the other watercoursg States to which it
is comfii cated.

Article 10

nelati ship ,€treen di fferalt kinds of uses

1. In the absence of agresrcnt or custom to the oontrary, no us€ of
an intsrnational water@urse enjoys inher6nt priority over other usss.

2. In the ev6nt of a confllct betreen usEs of an international
u,ater@urse, it shall be resol ved with reference to articlss 5 to 7,



with special regard being given to the requ'i rements of vjtal human
needs ,

PART ]II. PLANNED MEASUBES

Arti c] e 'l 
1

Infornation concerning pl atned neasures

Watercourse States shall exchange information and consul t each
other and, if necessary, negotiate on the possible effects of planned
measures on the condition of an international water@urse.

Article 12

lbtification concerni ng planned neasures
t4i th pssible adverse ef fects

Before a watercourse State implements or permits the
implementation of planned measures which may hav6 a significant advarse
effect upon other watercourse States, it shall provide those States with
timely notification thereof. Such notification shall be accompani ed by
available technical data and information, including the results of any
envi rorunental impact assessment, .in order to enable the notified States
to evaluate the possible effects of the p'l anned measures.

Article 13

Period for reply to notification

Unless otherwise agreed:

(a) A watercourse State providing a notification under article 12
sha'l I allo$r the notified States a period of six rnonths rrith'in which to
study and evaluate the possible effects of the pl anned measures and to
coNrmun'icate the findings to it;
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(b) This period shall, at the request of a notified State for
which the evaluation of the planned measures poses sp€cial difficulty,
be extended for a period of six months.

A!-t i cl e 14

Obligations of the notifying State during
the period for repl y

During the period referred to in article 13, the notifying Stat€:

(a) ShalI cooperate with the notified States by providing thed, on
requ6st, vrith any additional data and information that is available and
necessary for an accurate €valuation; and

(b) Shalt not implement or permit the implementation of the
planned measures wi thout the consent of th€ notified States.

Article 15

Reply to notification

The notified States shall communicate their findings to the
notifying State as early as possible within the period applicable
pursuant to article 13. If a notified State finds that implementation
of tho planned m€asures uould b€ inconsistent w'ith the provi s'ions of
articles 5 or 7, it shal l attach to its finding a documented explanation
setting forth the reasons for the finding,

Article 16

Absence of reply to notificatidl

1. If, ryithin the period applicable pursusnt to article 13, the
notifying Stat6 rec€lves no comrunicat ion und6r article 15, it may,
subject to its obligations under articles 5 and 7, proceed with th6
imtrIefi€ntation of th€ planned measur€s, in accordance with the
notification and any oth6r data and information provided to tha notified
States.
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2. Any claim to compensation by a not'ified State which has fai led to
reply within the period applicable pursuant to article 13 may be offset
by the costs incurred by the notifying State for act'ion undertaken after
the expiratjon of the time for a reply which would not have been
undertaken if the notified State had objected within that peiiod.

Article 17

Consul tations and negotiations concerning
pl anned neasures

1, If a communication is made under artic'le 15 that implementation of
the planned measures would be inconsistent with the provisions of
articles 5 or 7, the hotifying State and the State making the
comunication shall enter into consultations and, if necessary,
negotiations y/ith a view to arriving at an equitable resolution of the
si tuation.

2, The consultatjons and negotiations shal I be conducted on the basis
that each State must in good faith pay reasonabl e regard to the r'ights
and legitimate interests of the other State.

3. During the course of the consultations and negotiations, the
rotifying State shall, if so requested by the notified State at the time
it makes the colnnunication, refrain from implementing or permitting the
imp'lementation of the planned measures for a period of six months unless
otherwise agreed.

Article 18

Procedures in the absence of notification

1. If a watercourse State has reasonabl e grounds to believe that
another watercourse State is p'lanning measures that may have a
significant adverse effect upon it, the former State Day request the
latter to apply the provisions of article 12. The request shall be
accompan i ed by a documented explanation setting forth its grounds.

?, In the event that the State planning the measures nevertheless
finds that it is not under an obligation to provide a notification under
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article 12, it shall so jnform the other State, providing a documented
explanation setting forth the reasons for such finding. If this finding
does not satisfy the other State, the two States shall, at the requ€st
of that other State, promptly enter into consultations and negotiations
in the manner indicated in paragraphs 1 and 2 of article 17.

3. During the course of the consultations and negotiations, the State
planning the measures shail, if so requested by the other State at the
time it requests the initiation of consultations and negotiations,
refrain from implementing or perm'itting the 'implementation of those
measures for a period of s'ix months unless otherwi se agreed,

Article 19

Urgent inplenentation of planned neasures

1. In the event that the implementation of p'lanned measures is of the
utrost urgency in order to protect public health, publ ic safety or other
equally important interests, the State planning the measures may,
subject to articles 5 and 7, immediately proceed to implementation,
notwi thstanding the provisions of article 14 and paragraph 3 of
artic]e I7.

2, In such case, a formal declaration of the urgency of the neasures
shalI be cormun i cated w'ithout delay to the other watercourse States
referred to in article 12 togethsr tvith the re.levant data and
i nformat i on.

3, The Stat€ planning the measures shail, at the request of any of
the States referred to in paragraph 2, promptly enter into consultations
and negotiations with it .in th6 manner indicated in paragraphs I and 2
of article 17.



PART IV. PROTECTIOI.I, PHESERVATION AND },{ANAGEMENT

Article 20

Protection and preservation of ecosystens

!,latercourse States sha'l l, individually and, where appropriate,
jointly, protect and preserve the ecosystems of jnternational
watercourses,

Art ic'le 21

Prevention, reduction and control of @llution

?. Watercourse States shaii, individual1y and, where appropriate,
jointly, prevent, reduce and control the pollution of an international
watercourse that may cause significant harm to other watercourse States
or to their envirorvnent, including harm to human health or safety, to
the use of the waters for any beneficial purpose or to the living
resources of the watercourse. Watercourse States shal I take steps to
harmoni ze their policies in this connect ion.

3, Watercourse States shall, at the request of any of them, consul t
with a view to arriving at mutually asreeable measures and methods to
prevent. reduce and control pollution of an internationa'l watercourse,
such as:

(a) Setting joint water quality objectives and criteria;

(b) Establishing techniques and practices to address pollution
frofi point and non-point sources;

(c) Establishing lists of substances the introduction of hhich
into the waters of an international watercourse is to b€ prohibited,
I imited, investigated or monitored.

t. For the purpose of this articie, "pollution of an international
watercoJrse" means any detrimental alteration in the composi tion or
quality of the waters of an international watercourse which results
directly or indirectly from human conduct.
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Article 23

Intraduction of alien a/- nerv so€ci€s

Watercourse States shal l take all measrrres necessary to prevent
the introduction of species, al ierr or r-rerv, into an international
watercourse which may have effects detrimental to the ecosystem of the
watercourse resulting in significant harm to other watercourse States,

Article 23

Protection and preservation of the narine
env i ronnent

Watercourse States sha'l 'l , individual ly and, where appropriate, in
cooperation with other States, take all measures with respect to an
'inte"nat jJtlal y/atgrcourse that are necessary to protect and preserve the
marine environment, including estuaries, taking 'into acc.ount generally
accepted international rules and standards.

Article 24

Managenent

1. l,/atercourse states shall, at the request of any of them, enter
into consultations concerning the managemont of an international
watercourse, which may include the establishment of a joint management
,nechan i sm .

?. For the purposes of this article, "management'' refers. in
part icular, to:

(a) Planning the sustainable deve'lopment of an international
watercourse and providing for the implementation of any plans adopted;
and

(b) Otherwise pro.noting the rational and optimal utilization,
protection and control of the watercourse.
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Article 25

Regul at ion

2. tnless otherwise agreed, watercourse States shall participate on
6n equitable basis in the construction and maintenance or defrayal of
the costs of such regulation $lorks as they may have agreed to undertake,

3. For the purposes of this article, "regulatiofl" m€ans the use of.
hydraul ic rvorks or any other co{,ltinuing measure to alter, vary or
otherwise control the f low of th€ waters of ah international
watercourse.

Article 26

Instal lations

l. Watercourse States shal I, within their respective territories,
employ their best efforts to maintain and protect installations,
facilities and other lsorks related to an international watercourse.

2. Watercourse States shall, at the requast of any of them which has
reasonable grounds to believe that it may suffer significant adverso
effects, enter into consultations with rggard to:

(b) The protection of installations, facilities or other rerks
frofi wilful or negligent acts or the forces of nature.

1. Wat€rcourse States shalI cooperate, where appropriate, to respond
to needs or opportunities for regulation of the flow of the waters of an
internationai watercourse.

(a) Tho safe operation and maintenanco of installations,
facilities or other rrcrks related to an international watercourse: anc,
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PAFT V. HARMFUL COI'ID I TIONS AND EMERGENCY SITUATIO''IS

Article 27

Preventidt and nitigation of harnful conditions

Water@urse States shall, individually and, where appropriate,
jointly, take all appropriate moasures to,prevent or mitigate cdtdi t ions
related to an international yratercourse that may be harmfui to other
watercourse States, whether resulting f rom natural causes or human
conduct, such as flood or ice @nditions, yrater-borne dis€ases,
si I tation, erosion, sal t-water intrusion, drought or deserti f ication.

Art'icl e 28

Energency si tuat i ons

'I . For the purposes of this article, "energency" means a situation
that causes, or pos€s an irminent threat of causing, serious harm to
water@urse Statos or other States and that results suddenl y frorn
natural causes, such as floods, the breaking up of ice, landslides or
€artlrquakss, or from human conduct, such as industrial accidents.

2. A watercourso State shal l, wi thout delay and by the most
expeditious means available, notify other potentially affected States
and cqrpEtent international organizations of any emergency originating
v.ithin its terr, tory.

3. A watercourse State within whose territory an emergency originates
shal l, in cooperat i on with potentially aff€cted States and, where
appropri ata, competent international organizations, imediately take all
practicable m€asures necessi tated by the ci rcunstances to prevent,
,nitigate and eliminate harmful effects of th€ emorgency.

4. When necessary, water@urse States shal'l Jointiy develop
cont i ng€ncy plans for responding to emergencies, in coop€ration, wh€re
appropriate, with other potentially affected States and conpetent
lnternationa l organi zations.
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Article 29

Internat ional watercourses and instal lations
in tine of arned conflict

International watercourses and related instalIations, faci lities
and other works shal'l enjoy the protection accorded by the princ'iples
and rules of internaticrral Iaw applicable in international and
norl- i nternat i onal armed conflict and shall not be used in violation of
those principles and ru les.

Article 30

Indi rect procedures

In cases where there are serious obstacles to direct contacts
between watercourse States, the States concerned shal1 fulfil their
obligations of cooperation provided for in the present Convention,
including exchange of data and infornation, notification, communi cation,
consultations and negot'iations, through any indirect procedure accepted
by them.

Article 31

Data and infornation vital to national
defence or securi ty

Itlothins in the present Convent ion obiiges a watercourse State to
provi de data or information vital to its nat'ional defence or security.
Nevertheless, that State shalI cooperate in good faith y|ith the other
watercourse States with a vie$/ to providing as much information as
possible under the ci rcumstances.
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Article 32

Non-d i scri ni nat ion

Lrnless the watercourse States concerned have agreed othervise for
the protection of the interests of persons, natural or iuridica] , who
have suffered or are under a serious threat of suffering significant
transboundary harm as a result of activities related to an international
watercourse, a watercourse State shal 1 not discriminate on the basis of
nationality or residence or place where the injury occurred, in granting
to such persons, in accordance with its legal system, access to iudiciai
or other procedures, or a right to claim compensat ion or other relief in
respoct of significant harm caused by such activities carried on in ilts
terri tory.

Article 33

Settlenent of di sputes

1. In the event of a disput€ between two or mor6 Parties concerning
th€ interpretation or application of the present Convention, the Partios
concerned shal l, in the absence of an applicable agresnent between th€ti,
seek a s€ttlement of the dispute by peac€ful means in accordanc€ with
the fol lovins provi si ons.

2, If the Parties concerned cannot reach agr€enent by negotiation
requested by one of them, they may jointly seek the good offices of, or
request mediatiol or conciliation by, a third party, or make use, as
appropri ate, of any joint watercourse inst'itutions that may have been
establ ished by thsn or agree to submit.the dispute to arbitration or to
the International Court of Justice.

3. Subiect to the operation of paragraph 10, if after six ronths from
the time of the request for negotiations referred to in paragraph 2. the
Parties @ncern€d have not been able to settle their dispute through
negotiatioh or any other means referred to in paragraph 2, the dispute
shall be subo'itted, at the request of any of the parties to th€ dispr.rt6,
to impartial fact-finding in accordance with paragraphs 4 to 9, unless
th6 Parties otherwi se agree,
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4. A Fact-finding Commission shall be established, composed of one
member noNninated by each Party concerned and 'in addition a member not
having the national'ity of any of the Parties concerned chosen by the
nominated members who shalI serve as Cha'irman,

5. If the members nom'inated by the Parties are unable to agree on a
Chai rman within three months of the request for the establishment of the
Conmission, any Party concerned may request the Secretary-General of the
United Nations to appoi nt the Cha'i rman who shal I not have the
nationality of any of the parties to the dispute or of any riparian
State of the watercourse concerned, If one of the Parties fails to
nominate a member within three rnonths of the initial request pursuant to
paragraph 3, any other Party concerned may request the Secretary-G€noral
of the United Nations to appoint a person who shall not have the
nationality of any of the parties to the dispute or of any riparian
State of the watercourse concerned. The person so appointed shal I

const'i tute a single-member Cornmission.

6. The Coflmi ssion sha'll determine 'its csrn procedure.

7. The Parties concerned have the obligation to provide the
Oommi ss ion with such information as it may require and, on request, to
permit the Cofnmi ssion to have access to their resp€ctive territory and
to inspect any facilities, plant, equipment, construction or natural
feature relevant for the purpose of its inquiry,

8. The Com,ni ssion shall adopt its report by a majority vote, unless
it is a sing]e-Jneober Commission, and shalI submit that report to the
Parties concerned setting forth its findings and the reasns therefor
and such recor nendations as it deems appropri ate for an equitable
soiution of the dispute, which the Parties concerned shall consider in
good fai th.

9. The expenses of the Ccfnmission shall be borne equal ly by the
Parties concerned.

10. l{hen ratifying, accepting, approvi ng or acceding to the present
Convent ion, or at any time thereafter, a Party which is not a regiona]
ecouomic integration organization may declare in a written instrument
submitted to the Depositary that, in respect of any dispute not resolved
in accordance with paragraph 2, it recogni zes as compul sory i pso facto
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and without special agreement in relation to any Party accept'ing the
same obl i gat ion:

(a)
Justice;

Submission of the dispute to the International Court of
and/or

(b) Arb'itration by an arbitral tnibunal established and operating,
unless the parties to the dispute otherwise agreed, 'in accordancs with
the procedure laid dowt in the annex to the present Convention.

PART VII. FII.IAL CLAUSES

Article 34

Si gnature

The present Convent i on shall be open for s'ignature by al l States
and by regiona'l economi c integration organizations from 21 tlay 1997
until 20 May 20OO at United Nations Headquarters in New York.

Article 35

Ratification, acceptance, approval or access i on

1, Tha present Convention is subject to ratification, accoptance,
approval or accession by States and by regional econorni c integration
organizations. The 'instruments of ratification, acceptance, approva l or
accession shal'l be deposi ted with the Secretary-Gene ral of the Unit6d
Nat ions,

2. Any regiona'l e@nomi c integrat'ion organization which becomes a
Party to this Convention wi thout any of its member States being a Party
shall be bound by a] I the obligations under the Oonvention. In the case
of such organizations, one or more of whose member States is a Party to
this Convention, the organization and its member States shalI decid€ on
their respective responsi bi I i t i es for the p6rformancs of th6ir

A Party wh'i ch is a regiona'l €conomic integration organization may make a
declaration with like effect in relation to arbitration in accordance
with subparagraph (b).
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obligations under the Convent ion, In such cases, the organization and
the momber States shall not be entitled to exerc'ise rjghts under the
Convent i on concurrent'ly.

3. ln their instruments of ratification, acceptance, approval or
accession, the regional economic integration organizations shal'l declare
the extent of their competence with respect to the matters governed by
the convention, These organizations shall a'lso inform the S6cr6tary-
General of the United Nations of any substantial ,ttodi f i cation Jn the
extent of thei r co.npetence,

Article 36

Entry into force

1, The present Convention shall enter into force on the ninetieth day
fol'lolring the date of deposi t of the thirty-fifth instrument of
ratification, acceptance, approva l or accession e,ith the s€cretary-
General of the l,,h i ted Nations.

2, For each State or regional econorni c integration organization that
ratifies, accepts or approves the @nvention or accedes thereto after
the deposi t of the thirty-fifth instrument of ratification, acceptance,
approval or accession, the conventi on shall enter into force on the
ninetieth day after the deposit by such State or regional economi c
integration organization of its instrument of ratification, acceptance,
approval or access ion.

3. For the purposes of paragraphs 1 and 2, any instrument deposited
by a regional economi c integration organization shal 1 not be counted as
additional to those depos'ited by States.

Article 37

Authentic texts

The original of the present convention, of nhich the Arabic'
Chinese, English, French, Fussian and Spanish texts ar€ equally
authentic, shall be deposited with the Secretary-General of th€ thited
Nations,
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF the undersigned plenipotentiaries, being du'ly
authorized thereto, hav€ signed this Convent'ion.

DONE at l.lew York, this 21st day of May one thousand nine hundred
and ni nety-seven.



AI.INEX

ARBITRATION

Article 1

thless tha parties to the dispute otherwis€ agree, tha arbitration
pursuant to article 33 of the Convention shall tako place in accordarrce
with articles 2 to t4 of the present annex.

Article 2

The claimant party shalI notify the respondent party that it is
referring a dispute to arbitration pursuant to article 33 of the
Convention. The notificatior,r shall state th€ subiect matter of
arbitration and include, in particular, the articles of the Conventlon,
the interpretation or application of which are at issue. If the parties
do not agree on the subject matter of the dispute, the arbitral tribunal
shall d€termine th6 subiect matter.

Article 3

1. In disputes between tvso parti€s, th€ arbitral tribunal shal I
consist of thr6e m€*nbers. Each of the parties to ths dispute shall
appoint an arbi trator and the two arbitrators so appointed shal I
designate by cqnmon agreement the third arbitrator, trtio shall b€ the
Chai rman of the tribunal . The latter shali not be a national of one of
the parties to the dispute or of any riparian State of the watar@urse
concerned, rrcr have his or her usua'l place of residence in the territory
of one of these parties or such riparjan State, nor have deal t vrith th€
case in any other capaci ty.

2. In disputes between more than tY{o parties, parties in the sa,ne

inter€st shall appoint one arbi trator jointly by agre€nEnt.

3. Any vacancy shall be filled in th6 mannor prescrib€d for th6
initial appoi ntnent.
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Article 4

t, lf the Chai rman of the arbitral tribunal has not been designatecl
within tuo rnonths of the appointment of the se@nd arbitrator, the
PresidEnt of the Internatimal Court of Justice shall, at the r€qu€st of
a party, designate the Chai rman within a furth€r two-iEnth period.

2. If one of th6 parties to the disput€ does not appoint an
arbitrator within two rnonths of receipt of the requost, the other party
may inform the President of the International court of Justice, grho

shall make the designation within a further two-flEnth period.

Article 5

The arbitral tribunal shall rendar its decisions in accordanc€
with the provi sions of this Convent i on and int€rnational law,

ArticlE 6

lhless th6 parties to the c,ispute oth6rv{ise agree, the arbitral
trihJna'l shall determine its o,ryr rules of procedure.

Article 7

The arbi tral tribunal may, at the request of one of the Parties,
recorrnend essential interin measur€s of protaction.

Articl6 I

1. The parties to the disB.rte shall facilitats th€ work of the
arbitral trihinal and, in partifllar, using al'l means at their disposal .
shal I :

(a) Provide it with all relevant do6.nnents, information and
faci liti€s: and

(b) Enable it, when n6c6ssary, to call witnesses or experts and
receive thei r evi dence.
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2. The parties and the arbitrators are und€r an obligation to protect
the confidentiality of any information they receive in confidence during
the proceedings of the arbitral tribunal .

Article 9

Unless the arbitral tribunal determines otherwise because of the
particular ci rcumstances of the case, the costs of the tr'ibunal shall be
borne by the parties to the dispute in equal shares. The tribunal shall
keep a record of all its costs, and shal l furnish a final statement
thereof to the part i es.

Article 1O

Any Party that has an interest of a legal nature in the subject
matter of the dispute which may be affected by the decision in the case,
may intervene in the proceedings with the consent of the tribunal'

Article 1I

The tribuna'l may hear and determine counterclaims arising directly
o.lt of the subiect matter of the dispute.

Article 12

Decisions both on procedure and substance of the arbitral tribunal
shali be tak€n by a majority vote of its members,

Article 13

If one of th6 parties to thB dispute do6s not app€ar before the
arbitral tribunal or fails to defend its case, the other party may

req,rest the tribunal to continue the proceedi ngs and to make its award.
Absence of a party or a fai]ure of a party to defend its cese shall not
constitute a bar to the proceedings. Before rendering its final
decision, the arbltral tribunal must satisfy itself that the claim 'is

well founded in fact and lavr.
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Art i c'le 14

1. The tribunal shali render its final decision within five months of
the date on which it is fully constituted unless it finds it necessary
to €xt6nd the tim€ limit for a period r{hich shoJld rpt exceed fiv€ rnor€
mont hs ,

2. The final decisim of the arbitral tribunal sha]l be confinod to
the subject matter of the dispute and shall state th6 reasons on which
it is based, It shall cont6'in the narn€s of the members who have
participat€d and the date of the final decision. Any menber of the
tribunal may attach a separate or dissenting opinion to the finai
decisim.

3. The award shall be binding on the parties to th6 dispute. It
shall be wi thorrt appeal unless the parties to the disBrte have agreed in
advance to an appel late procedure.

4. Any controversy which may arise between the parties to the dispute
as r€gards the int€rpretation or manner of implementation of th6 finEl
dEcision may be submi tted by either party for decision to the arbitral
tribunal v{hich rendered it.


